


Kostas Andriosopoulos

Chair Energy Committee

American-Hellenic Chamber of Commerce

CEO

Akuo Energy in Greece

Professor Dr. Kostas Andriosopoulos is Academic Director of the HELLENiQ Energy Center for 

Sustainability and Energy at ALBA Graduate Business School, The American College of Greece, and 

Affiliate Professor of Finance and Energy Management. He previously held full professorships and 

leadership roles at Audencia Business School and ESCP Business School, building centers and 

programs in energy transition and management. He has published in top journals, serves as Editor-in-

Chief of the Journal of Energy Markets, and chairs the Energy Committee of the American-Hellenic 

Chamber of Commerce. He has served on boards, advised the Greek government on energy policy and 

decarbonization, represented Greece at international COP climate conferences, and is CEO of Akuo 

Energy in Greece and Co-founder & CEO of Deeprunner.ai.



Yanna Andronopoulou

General Manager

Microsoft Greece, Cyprus & Malta

Yanna Andronopoulou is the General Manager for Microsoft Greece, Cyprus and Malta since July 2023. 

She is leading the Microsoft team across three countries focusing on accelerating the digital 

transformation of the private and public sectors through harnessing AI and the opportunities linked to the 

arrival of the area’s first Microsoft’s hyperscale datacenters. She is focusing on a culture of strategic, 

long-term partnerships with customers and partners, and in the broader positive impact that technology 

and AI can have on the economy and on people’s lives. She is passionate about gender balance at work 

and women in technology, being herself one of the few women who went into the industry back in 1991, 

holding since then various executive roles in Sales, Product Management and Technical Delivery in 

Huawei, Ericsson and Intracom Group in Greece and abroad. At Microsoft she is leading the Women 

Employee Resource Group for Southeast Europe, eager to unite the company’s broader partner and 

customer ecosystem in securing equal opportunities for all. Under her leadership Microsoft Greece, 

Cyprus Malta has achieved the 2nd highest growth worldwide in Microsoft, it was awarded by EBEA with 

the 2023 Inclusivity Award, by Fortune as one of the Most Admired Companies in Greece and as No1 

Employer of Choice by kariera.gr. Yanna has been awarded as CEO of the year by Infocom (2024), a 

Leader in Humanized Digital & AI Societies by Who is Who International Academy (2024) and one of the 

Most Powerful Women in 2024 and in 2025 by Fortune. She is a BOD member at Microsoft, at the 

American Chamber of Greece, she holds an Electrical Engineering Degree from the University of Patras, 

and an Executive MBA from the Athens University of Economics and Business. 



Eleni Angelopoulou

Deputy Director General in DG Specialised 

Institutions and LSIs 

European Central Bank

Eleni Angelopoulou is Deputy Director General in DG Specialised Institutions and LSIs in the European 

Central Bank since October 2020, in charge of direct supervision of a number of retail and wholesale 

banks and indirect supervision of less significant institutions. Previously she has been Deputy Director 

General in Micro-prudential Supervision III of the European Central Bank since May 2019, working 

closely together with national supervisors on the supervision of less significant banks in the euro area 

and Head of the Crisis Management Division of DG Micro-prudential Supervision IV of the European 

Central Bank between September 2014 and April 2019, working with line supervisors on crisis 

preparedness and crisis management in cooperation with resolution authorities. She has represented the 

ECB in SRB Plenary and Executive Sessions and in the EBA Resolution Committee and has been a 

Chair of the Sub-group on Crisis Preparedness in the EBA. She is currently also the ECB representative 

in the EBA Advisory Committee on Proportionality and works within the ECB on the supervision of 

financial conglomerates. Before joining the ECB she has worked as Chef de Cabinet in the Bank of 

Greece, working in particular on Greek banks crisis management during the debt crisis, and as an 

economist in the Economic Research Department of the Bank of Greece. She has a PhD in Economics 

from the Athens University of Economics and Business and an MSc in Economics from the University of 

Warwick. She has also done research on a Marie-Curie fellowship in the Center for European Integration 

Studies of the University of Bonn in 2003-2004.



Kostas Axarloglou

Dean

Alba Association

Professor of International Business and Strategy

ALBA Graduate Business School

Professor Axarloglou is doing research and consulting work in the areas of International Business 

(Foreign Direct Investments), Strategy (Options Theory), and Pricing. His research has been published 

in leading management and economics journals such as Management Science, the Journal of Business, 

the Journal of the European Economic Association, World Economy and Managerial and Decision 

Economics. He has received several research grants and also participated in numerous international 

conferences. Recently, he completed a study for the Athens Academy of Science on “The Lack of FDI 

Flows in Greece”. Finally, he has done extensive consulting work and also serves in company boards. 

Professor Axarloglou, a recipient of the Fulbright scholarship, has extensive teaching experience in all 

levels of business education and has also received several teaching awards. Prior to ALBA, he held 

positions at Democritus University of Thrace; Babson College, as the Michael Gerrits Term Assistant 

Professor of Economics; Fuqua School of Business, Duke University; and University of Michigan. He is a 

member of the American Economic Association.



Labrina Barmpetaki

President and Managing Director

AbbVie Greece, Cyprus & Malta

President

Pharma Innovation Forum Greece (PIF)

Labrina Barmpetaki is the President and Managing Director of AbbVie Greece, Cyprus & Malta, a 

position she has since April 2023. In May 2023, she was elected President of the Pharma Innovation 

Forum (PIF), in August 2023 Chair of the Pharmaceutical Committee of the Hellenic-American Chamber 

of Commerce (AmChamGR) and in July 2025 she was elected First Vice President of the American 

Hellenic Chamber of Commerce (AmChamGR). Additionally, she joined the national “BrainReGain” 

initiative with a focus on the healthcare stream. Labrina Barmpetaki is an international executive, with 

extensive pharma, biotech and consulting experience. In her 15-year experience in AbbVie, she has had 

roles of increasing responsibility extending to more than 20 countries and a proven track record of 

working in both strategy and in field operations across therapy areas in affiliate, regional and global 

roles. Prior to joining Abbott/AbbVie, she worked in international projects of IQVIA and in Allianz 

Germany. She started her career in Apivita S.A. in Greece. Labrina Barmpetaki holds a BSc in Pharmacy 

from the University of Patras, an executive Master’s in Management from Athens School of Economics 

and Business and an MBA in Marketing from the University of Lancaster.



Michail Bletsas

Governor

National Cybersecurity Authority

of Greece

Michail Bletsas has served as Governor of the National Cybersecurity Authority since April 2024, actively 

contributing to the development of the national cybersecurity strategy. He is a Research Scientist and 

Director of Computing at the MIT Media Lab, where he has worked since 1996, overseeing the 

production, transmission, consumption, and storage of data. He was a core member of the technical and 

design team of the “One Laptop per Child” (OLPC) initiative, which created the pioneering and award-

winning “XO” laptop. He is frequently invited as a keynote speaker at international conferences and 

public forums. His research interests include network security, countering the systematic spread of 

disinformation, wireless networks, and the development of high-performance computing infrastructures 

for machine learning. In recent years, he has been extensively engaged in consulting on technology and 

technology policy. He holds a Diploma in Electrical Engineering from the Aristotle University of 

Thessaloniki and a master’s degree in Computer Engineering from Boston University.



Eugenia Bozou

Head of Government Affairs & Public Policy 

Google Greece, Cyprus & Malta

of Greece

Eugenia Bozou has been the Head of Government Affairs and Public Policy for Google in Greece, 

Cyprus, and Malta since June 2022. She is responsible for developing and executing Google's public 

policy strategy in these countries and managing its government relations. Before joining Google, she 

held the position of Director of Communications and CSR at Microsoft, and prior to that, at APIVITA SA.



Scott Coutts

Senior Vice President, Operations

Philip Morris International

Scott Coutts became Senior Vice President, Operations in February 2023. He oversees PMI’s diverse 

manufacturing footprint, supply chain, and related functions as the company evolves from a cigarette 

manufacturer to a science- and technology-driven organization delivering a smoke-free future. 

Operations plays a crucial role in achieving PMI’s sustainability goals, building business resilience, and 

creating long-term value. Its external recognitions include an AAA- score by CDP and placement on 

CDP’s Supplier Engagement Leader Board. Additionally, PMI has been listed among Forbes’ Net Zero 

Leaders for 2025 for the third consecutive year, ranking fourth on the 2025 list. Michail Scott Coutts 

joined PMI in 1995 as an Operations Trainee in Philip Morris Australia. He held various positions of 

increasing responsibility in several geographies, including Indonesia, Lithuania, and Russia. In 

September 2016, he was appointed Vice President RRP Manufacturing and Supply Chain and in 

September 2018, he took over the role of Vice President Global Manufacturing heading a network of 39 

production facilities and the largescale transformation of PMI’s manufacturing ecosystem. He holds a 

Bachelor of Engineering degree from Swinburne University of Technology and a graduate diploma from 

RMIT University in Australia.



Christos Dimas

Minister

Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport

Christos Dimas is a lawyer and a Member of the Hellenic Parliament with Nea Demokratia, representing the 

district of Corinthia. He was born on 29 May 1980. He graduated from the Law School of the National and 

Kapodistrian University of Athens, as well as from Queen Mary University of London. He obtained his Master's 

degree in Comparative Politics from the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE). He also 

completed his PhD in European Politics from LSE, with a scholarship from the Alexander Onassis Public 

Benefit Foundation. The title of his PhD thesis is: "National institutional contexts and domestic discourse during 

proposed transformative policy change. The case of the telecoms' privatization in Greece and the Republic of 

Ireland." In parallel to his studies, he worked as a London correspondent for the newspaper “Apogevmatini” 

and did a journalism internship at the BBC. At the age of 25, he was an assistant lecturer at LSE, teaching first-

year students the course "Introduction to Comparative Politics". He has also taught the course "Mass Media 

and Social Regulation" at ICON College, University of Leicester to postgraduate students and was a research 

fellow at the Jean Monnet European Centre of Excellence. He has scientific publications in Greek and 

international scientific journals. Before entering politics, he worked in the private sector as a business 

consultant for "The Boston Consulting Group (BCG)", a strategic consulting firm. He was elected as Member of 

Hellenic Parliament for Corinthia with New Democracy in the May and June 2012 elections, and has been 

continuously elected since then. From July 2019 to May 2023, he served as Deputy Minister of Development 

and Investments, responsible for Research & Innovation. From June 2023 to June 2024, he was Deputy 

Minister of Culture, responsible for Contemporary Culture. From June 2024, he was Deputy Minister of 

Economy and Finance. From March 2025 until today, by decision of Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, he has 

been Minister of Infrastructure and Transport. In his spare time, he plays football and basketball, and reads 

history books. He is married to lawyer Nikoleta Syrengela and they have a daughter, Alkisti - Stefania and a 

son, Stavros – Konstantinos.



Thanos Dokos

Secretary General

for National Security

Thanos Dokos received his Ph.D. in International Relations from Cambridge University and has held research 

posts at the Peace Research Institute of Frankfurt (1989-90) and the CSIA at Harvard University (1990-91). He 

served as the Director for Research, Strategic Studies Division, Hellenic Ministry of National Defence (1996-

98) and as an Advisor on NATO issues to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (1998-1999). He was the Director of 

Research (1999-2006) and then the Director-General of the Hellenic Foundation for European & Foreign 

Policy (ELIAMEP) [2006-2019]. He has taught at many Universities of Athens and Piraeus. Since October 

2020, he is the National Security Advisor to the Prime Minister of Greece. In May 2025, he was appointed 

Secretary General for National Security.



Konstantinos Eleftheriadis

Partner, Energy, Resources and Industrials 

Sector Leader

Deloitte

Konstantinos Eleftheriadis is an Equity Partner, Forensic & Financial Crime, Sustainability Leader & Energy, 

Resources and Industrials Sector Leader. He specializes in Forensics and M&A Transaction Advisory Services. 

With over 17 professional experience in Forensic and M&A Transaction Advisory, Konstantinos has wide 

exposure in a range of sectors with expertise in Energy & Resources and Consumer Products both in local and 

international level.



Antonis Fourlis

Editor in Chief

Huff Post Greece

Antonis Fourlis is the Editor-in-Chief, HuffPost Greece, based in Athens. He has been following closely Greek

foreign policy since the early 90’s. He ‘s also interested in Greek and European Politics. Before joining

HuffPost, Antonis Fourlis spent many years as a political correspondent for MEGA TV and ANT1 TV. He

covered many EU and NATO Summits and worked as a correspondent in the Balkans during the war in ex-

Yugoslavia, and participated in special reports about the Middle East. In recent years, he has participated in

the investigative journalism program "Special Report" on ANT1-TV and recently presented a comprehensive

documentary on organ transplants. At the same time, he presents a television magazine program every

weekend on Greek public television (ERT).



Maria Rita Galli

CEO

Hellenic Gas Transmission System Operator 

(DESFA)

Maria Rita Galli is the CEO of DESFA (Hellenic Gas Transmission System Operator). Until recently she 

held the position of the Executive Vice President Business Development & Asset Management at Snam 

S.p.A, a leading global energy infrastructure company and was the Chairman of the SENFLUGA Energy 

Holdings S.A., a consortium controlling 66% of DESFA's share capital. Ms. Galli started her career at Eni 

in 1997, as a graduate in nuclear engineering from the Milan Polytechnic University. At Eni, she went 

through various roles within the International Business Development Department, joined relevant 

international projects and was involved in M&A activities. As a member of Eni's Board of Directors, she 

also oversaw the operations of some of the Group’s companies abroad (Galp, Distrigas, eni Gas&Power 

Trading BV, eni Gas&Power France, GVS GmbH, etc.). Since 2006, she has been in charge of the 

International Business Development unit and, from January 2010, she has been in charge of the 

International Business Development and Assets Management department. In October 2016, she joined 

Snam as the Head of Business Development and International Asset Management. 



Georgia Gavriilidou

Head of Legal Department

European Medicines Agency

Georgia Gavriilidou, is the Head of the Legal Department at the European Medicines Agency (EMA), a 

role she assumed in 2024 after previously serving there as Legal Administrator from 2011 to 2018. She 

brings over 17 years of legal, commercial and regulatory experience in the EU and international 

pharmaceutical sectors, with expertise spanning advanced therapies, pharmacovigilance, orphan and 

paediatric medicinal products, market access, medical devices, combination products, and litigation. 

Before rejoining the EMA, she was Associate General Counsel and Executive Director at Amgen, where 

she led European and cross-regional strategy on regulatory and market access matters, and earlier in 

her career she worked at Sidley Austin (Counsel) and Bristows LLP within their global Life Sciences 

practice respectively. Georgia has represented clients before the EU and national authorities, as well as 

the UK and EU courts, and has been instrumental in the implementation of major pharmaceutical 

legislation. She holds a Bachelor of Laws (LLB) from the University of Athens and a Master of Laws 

(LLM) in Medical Law and Ethics from the University of Kent and she is a qualified lawyer in multiple 

jurisdictions.



Ermioni Georgoulaki

Country Manager Greece

Procter & Gamble

Ermioni Georgoulaki is the Country Leader for P&G Greece, an experienced executive with a 

distinguished career at Procter & Gamble spanning over three decades. She launched her P&G journey 

in 1992 in the Product Supply division before transitioning to Sales in 1997. Over the next two decades, 

she successfully progressed through a series of increasingly senior commercial roles, developing deep 

expertise in the Greek market. Her leadership expanded in 2014 when she was appointed Market 

Strategy and Planning Manager for Southeast Europe, overseeing strategy for a diverse region of 10 

countries. After returning to lead the Greek Sales division in 2016, she was appointed to her current role 

as Country Leader in July 2018. Ermioni holds an MBA from Durham University Business School (UK) 

and a degree in Electrical Engineering from the National Technical University of Athens.



Konstantinos Gloumis-

Atsalakis
Secretary General for Demography

& Housing Policy

Ministry of Social Cohesion & Family Affairs

Konstantinos Gloumis-Atsalakis was born in Athens and is a lawyer specializing in public and EU law. He 

studied at the Athens Law School and holds postgraduate degrees in European Law from the College of 

Europe (Belgium), and in "Law and Economics" from the University of Piraeus. Since 1 August 2024, he 

has served as Secretary General for Demographic and Housing Policy at the Ministry of Social Cohesion 

and Family, with responsibility for child protection, family policy, demographics, youth and housing 

policies. Previously, from 1 March 2023, he served as Governor and Chairman of the Board of Directors 

of the Welfare Benefits and Social Solidarity Organization (OPEKA). From 2019 to February 2023, he 

served as Director of the private office of the Deputy Minister of Labor and Social Affairs, Domna 

Michaelidou, gaining extensive experience in public administration, welfare, benefits and social services. 

Prior to assuming this position, he worked as a lawyer in distinguished law firms, undertaking major 

cases in competition law, public procurement and energy. He has also worked as a national expert at the 

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), within the framework of the 

Competition Toolbox, formulating legislative interventions for the removal of regulatory obstacles to 

competition. He finally began his professional career at the Directorate for Legislative Acts of the 

European Parliament. He has published articles on European and international law in international and 

Greek scientific journals and has participated in scientific conferences in Greece and abroad. He speaks 

English, French and German.



Kimberly Guilfoyle

United States Ambassador

to the Hellenic Republic

United States Ambassador to the Hellenic Republic Kimberly Ann Guilfoyle was sworn in on September 

29, 2025 in Washington, DC. Ambassador Guilfoyle brings over two decades of experience in law, 

media, and national political advocacy. She began her career as a prosecutor in the San Francisco and 

Los Angeles District Attorney’s Offices, where she handled serious felony cases including domestic 

violence, sexual assault, and homicide. In 2000, she was appointed Assistant District Attorney in San 

Francisco, earning recognition for her work on victims’ rights and trial litigation. Her legal 

accomplishments laid the foundation for a national media career, most notably as a co-host of The Five 

on Fox News, where she provided legal and political commentary on issues ranging from constitutional 

law to foreign affairs. Ambassador Guilfoyle is a best-selling author, writing Making the Case: How to Be 

Your Own Best Advocate, and the delightful children's book, The Princess and Her Pup. Most recently 

she served as the founder and CEO of Polished Rice, Inc., and Managing Member of Metropolitan 

Medspa LLC and KGT Productions LLC. Beyond her legal and media work, Ambassador Guilfoyle has 

played a prominent role in national politics and public communications, having formerly served as a 

Senior Advisor to President Donald J. Trump and as National Chair, Trump Victory Finance Committee, 

Donald J. Trump for President, Inc. Originally from California, Ambassador Guilfoyle graduated magna 

cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from the University of California, Davis and earned 

her Juris Doctor degree from the University of San Francisco School of Law. She currently resides in 

Florida and has one son, Ronan Villency. Ambassador Guilfoyle is the 25th resident U.S. Ambassador to 

the Hellenic Republic and the first woman to hold the role. 



Dr. Daniel S. Hamilton

President

Transatlantic Leadership Network

Dr. Daniel S. Hamilton is President of the Transatlantic Leadership Network, and Senior non-resident 

Fellow at the Brookings Institution and at the Foreign Policy Institute of Johns Hopkins University’s 

School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS). He was Founding Director of the SAIS Center for 

Transatlantic Relations; Executive Director of the American Consortium for EU Studies, and Director of 

the Europe Program at the Woodrow Wilson Center. He served as U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of 

State; U.S. Special Coordinator for Southeast European Stabilization; and Associate Director of the 

Policy Planning Staff for two U.S. Secretaries of State. He is an award-winning author on the 

transatlantic economy, including (with Joe Quinlan) The Transatlantic Economy 2025.

http://transatlantic.org/
http://transatlantic.org/
http://transatlantic.org/
https://www.brookings.edu/about-cuse/
https://www.brookings.edu/about-cuse/
https://www.fpi.sais-jhu.edu/
https://www.fpi.sais-jhu.edu/
https://www.fpi.sais-jhu.edu/
https://transatlantic.amchameu.eu/
https://transatlantic.amchameu.eu/
https://transatlantic.amchameu.eu/
https://transatlantic.amchameu.eu/


Kostis Hatzidakis

Vice President of the Government

Kostas Hatzidakis is Vice President of the Government, member of the Greek Parliament, Vice President 

of the New Democracy Party and Vice President of the European People’s Party. He was born in 

Rethymno, Crete, in 1965. He is a member of the Greek Parliament since 2007. He is a lawyer in 

Athens. President of the Youth Organization of New Democracy (1992-1994). Member of the European 

Parliament (1994-2007). Minister in the Ministries of Transport (2007-2009), Development (2012-2014), 

Environment and Energy (2019-2021), Labor and Social Affairs (2021-2023) and National Economy and 

Finance (2023-2025).



Josh Huck

Deputy Chief of Mission

U.S. Embassy in Athens, Greece

Josh Huck is the Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S Embassy in Athens, Greece.  He previously served 

as the Deputy Assistant Secretary of State overseeing policy for Southern Europe and the Caucasus, 

Director of the Office of Southern European Affairs, covering Cyprus, Greece, Malta, and Türkiye. Since 

joining the Foreign Service, he has served overseas in Shanghai, Tokyo, Sofia, Rangoon, Taipei, and 

Hong Kong. He has served multiple assignments in Washington, D.C. including in the Office of Chinese 

Affairs and the Office of Korean affairs. He also served as the Chief of Staff to Assistant Secretary of 

State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Kurt Campbell. He holds a bachelor’s degree from Johns Hopkins 

University, a master’s degree from the International University of Japan, and a certificate from the Johns 

Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies in Bologna, Italy. His foreign languages are Mandarin 

Chinese, Japanese, Burmese, and Bulgarian.



Yiannis Kantoros

CEO

Interamerican Hellenic Insurance Company

Yiannis Kantoros is the CEO of INTERAMERICAN Hellenic Insurance Company. He holds the positions 

of president in the Hellenic Dutch Association, president in Health Insurance Committee and member of 

Board of Directors and Executive Committee, in the Hellenic Association of Insurance Companies. His 

significant career path within INTERAMERICAN includes key leadership positions, whereas he has 

cooperated with other multinational companies. He holds a Master’s degree in Business Administration 

from Cardiff Business School and Bachelor’s degree in Chemical Engineering from National Technical 

University of Athens (NTUA). 



Grigoris Karelos

President and Managing Director

Kenvue Greece, Balkans and Israel

Grigoris Karelos is the President and Managing Director of KENVUE Greece, Balkans and Israel, for the 

last 5 years, managing a diverse team of 200 people, across 15 countries (KENVUE is the Johnson & 

Johnson Consumer Health spin-off that happened in 2023). He has been with the company for the last 

20 years managing roles of increased responsibility in marketing, commercial and general management 

across Greece, Romania, the Balkans, Iberia and South Europe, and he has managed various regional 

and global projects. He has extensive experience in the personal healthcare and the FMCG businesses, 

in both developed and emerging markets. He is a new Board member of the American-Hellenic Chamber 

of Commerce (AmChamGR) and also the President of the Greek Association of Selfcare (EFEX), a 

Board member of the European Association of Selfcare (AESGP), the President of the Johnson & 

Johnson Pension fund, while he has served as a Board member at the Efficient Consumer Response 

(ECR Greece) and the Brands In Greece (ESVEP). He holds a Bsc in Marketing and an International 

MBA from the Athens University of Economics and Business, both with distinction, and a mini-MBA 

specialized in Digital Marketing and Ecommerce from Rutgers University, at New Jersey.



John Karydas

Chief Executive Officer, Renewables and Energy 

Storage

Copelouzos Group

John Karydas is the Chief Executive Officer of the Renewables and Battery Storage Business Unit of 

Copelouzos Group. He is the Managing Director or an Executive Member of the Board of major 

companies of the Group developing and operating RES, energy storage and electrical interconnection 

projects. He is also the Managing Director of the company developing the electrical interconnection 

between Greece and Egypt project (GREGY). Prior to joining Copelouzos Group, he held senior and 

commercial positions in Greek and multinational companies. He received an M.B.A. degree from Bath 

University in the UK, an M.Sc. in Computing Science from Oxford University and a B.Sc. (with First 

Class Honors) in Computer Science with Mathematics from London University. He is a graduate of 

Athens College. 



Saro Khatchadourian 

Director, Country Digitization

Cisco

Saro Khatchadourian is Director of Country Digitization at Cisco, where he leads strategic partnerships 

with governments, industry, and academia to accelerate national digital transformation and inclusive 

economic growth. His work focuses on aligning technology investment with policy priorities in areas such 

as digital skills development, innovation ecosystems, and sustainable infrastructure. Prior to Cisco, Saro 

served in senior communications roles within the Government of Canada, including as Communications 

Director to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, where he helped shape strategic narratives on diplomacy, 

technology, and economic development. 



Soo Kim

Chairman

Bally’s Corporation

Soo Kim is the Chairman of Bally’s Corporation and has served as an independent Director since 2016. 

He is the founding partner of investment firm Standard General and is the firm’s Managing Partner and 

Chief Investment Officer. Mr. Kim has been investing in special situations strategies since 1997, starting 

at Bankers Trust Company, as a Principal at Och-Ziff Capital Management, and a Partner at Cyrus 

Capital Management. Mr. Kim is currently a Director of Intralot SA (GA:INLOT). He is a Director of 

Pursuit (fka Coalition for Queens), Vice Chairman and Director of the Cary Institute of Ecosystem 

Studies and Director and former President of the Stuyvesant High School Alumni Association. In addition 

to this, Mr. Kim is a former member of the Board of Directors of Greektown Superholdings and Media 

General, Inc., and the Board of Managers of ALST Casino Holdco.



Sia Kosioni

Anchorwoman and Journalist

SKAI TV

Sia Kosioni is a graduate of the School of Journalism and Mass Media of Aristotle University of

Thessaloniki. Holder of MSc in New Media, Information and Society from the LSE. She has been

working as a journalist since 2000 in radio, television and newspapers. Since 2006 she is the main

anchorwoman of SKAI TV and has hosted various news shows in TV and radio.



Matthew Kroenig

Vice President & Senior Director

Scowcroft Center for Strategy and Security

Atlantic Council

Matthew Kroenig is vice president and senior director of the Atlantic Council’s Scowcroft Center for 

Strategy and Security, where he manages more than thirty bipartisan staff and oversees an extensive 

network of fellows. His research focuses on US national security strategy, strategic competition with 

China and Russia, and strategic deterrence and weapons nonproliferation. He was a commissioner on 

the Congressional Commission on the Strategic Posture of the United States and served in the 

Department of Defense and the intelligence community during the Bush, Obama, and Trump 

administrations. He is a tenured professor at Georgetown University, the author or editor of eight books, 

and writes of a bimonthly column at Foreign Policy. His articles and commentary regularly appear in 

major media outlets.



Alekos Lidorikis

Journalist

Athens Macedonian News Agency

Alekos Lidorikis entered journalism after completing his studies at the Economics Department of the Law 

School of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and at the Diplomatic Academy in London 

at the University of Westminster. He works at the Athens News Agency, covering economic affairs, while 

photography, his long-standing hobby, often inspires his writing on everyday issues affecting people of all 

ages, particularly the younger generation. In recent years he has also focused on technology reporting. 

He has participated in journalistic missions in Greece and abroad. His book “Athens – Walks and 

Traces” was published in 2017 by Parousia Publications. In 2020, he received the Economic Reporting 

Award from the Athanasios V. Botsis Foundation for the Promotion of Journalism.



Hosuk Lee-Makiyama

Director

European Centre for International Political 

Economy (ECIPE)

Hosuk Lee-Makiyama is Director of ECIPE (European Centre for International Political Economy), the 

leading Brussels think tank dedicated to global economic policies. He is also a Senior Fellow at the 

London School of Economics and a holder of several honorary academic titles. His expertise and 

publications span trade, global governance and technology. His advice on negotiations, policy 

coordination, and summit preparations has been sought by the EU and G7 governments, central banks, 

and international organisations, including the OECD, WTO, World Bank, IMF, ASEAN, and GCC. He is 

particularly noted for his role in FTA negotiations in Europe and East Asia; proposing the EU-Japan-US 

Trilateral on Global Level Playing Field; and resolving recent issues with China. His recent academic 

work includes 5G security and AI legislation. He has been called as an expert witness by the US 

Congress, European Parliament, UK House of Commons, and other legislatures. Lee-Makiyama is also 

a standing guest on BBC, Financial Times, Politico, Reuters, Bloomberg, Al Jazeera, CNBC and CGTN. 

Prior to his current role, he served in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Sweden, with postings to Geneva 

and Brussels. He has chaired committees in the Council of the EU and the WTO and on the boards of 

several UN agencies. He has also served in the armed forces and on the executive board of the Nordic 

subsidiary of a top-3 US advertising conglomerate. He was born in Tokyo and holds degrees in law, 

economics, and public administration from London, Stockholm, and Massachusetts.



Vladimir Malinov

CEO

Bulgartransgaz

Vladimir Malinov is the Executive Director and Member of the Management Board of the Bulgarian gas

transmission system operator Bulgartransgaz since 29th of January 2025. He joined Bulgartransgaz as

Head of Legal Division in 2010. He was responsible for regulatory affairs and was deeply involved in

relations with EU institutions, the company’s TSO certification and unbundling and the implementation of

NCs. From March 2018 until April 2024 he was the Executive Director of the company. From April 2024

until January 2025 he was the Minister of Energy in two consecutive Caretaker Governments of the

Republic of Bulgaria. Until his appointment as Caretaker Minister he has been a Member of the Board of

the European Network of Transmission System Operators for Gas (ENTSOG) since January 2022. He 

is also Chairman of the Board of the Bulgarian gas exchange Balkan Gas Hub and Member of the Board

of Gastrade S.A. (the operator of the Alexandroupolis LNG Terminal).



Apostolos Mangiriadis

Central News Bulletin’s Lead Anchorman

Hellenic Broadcasting Corporation (ERT)

Apostolos Mangiriadis is the Central News Bulletin’s lead anchorman at the Hellenic Broadcasting 

Corporation (ERT) and presenter of the political talk show “press talk”. He is a frequent contributor to 

Kathimerini. He has worked as a political correspondent and newscaster at SKAI and MEGA tv networks 

and as a writer for TA NEA newspaper. In 2024 he was awarded with the highest distinction for 

journalists in Greece, the Botsis foundation award. He studied Political Science at the University of 

Athens and holds a Master in International Affairs (MIA) from Columbia University.



Pavlos Marinakis

Deputy Minister to the Prime Minister

Responsible for Media and Communication

Pavlos Marinakis was born in 1988 in Patras. He graduated from the Democritus University of Thrace 

Law School. He has practiced law for over a decade specializing in Criminal Law. After the general 

election of the 25th of June 2023 he was named Spokesman of the Hellenic Government and in January 

2024 he was appointed Deputy Minister to the Prime Minister responsible for Media and Communication.



Yannis Mastrogeorgiou

Special Secretary for Strategic Foresight 

Presidency of the Government of the Hellenic 

Republic 

Yannis Mastrogeorgiou is the Special Secretary for Strategic Foresight at the Presidency of the 

Government of the Hellenic Republic. He, was also the coordinator of the High Level Advisory 

Committee on Artificial Intelligence. He has worked for years at the crossroads of politics, innovative 

policy research and communications. He served as Secretary General for Media and Communications in 

the Presidency of the Government, as Director of the Scientific Council with The Constantinos 

Caramanlis Institute for Democracy and as Executive Director with DIKTIO - Network for Reform in 

Greece and Europe, a leading Athens-based think tank, where he spearheaded informed Greek 

discourse on AI and its socioeconomic impact. Previously, he served with the Greek Government in a 

variety of advising roles. He was Director of Communications and Special Adviser to the Minister at the 

Ministry of Development, Competitiveness and Shipping and the Ministry of Education as well as Adviser 

with the Hellenic Parliament. Prior to that, he worked as advisor and account manager with multinational 

communication firms, dealing with many important international clients. He was educated at the 

University of Athens, the Athens University of Economics and Business and the University of the 

Aegean, where he received undergraduate and graduate degrees in History, International Affairs and 

European Law. He is currently a PhD candidate at the University of Athens. In 2012, he was a Marshall

Memorial Fellow.



Christos Mazanitis

Journalist

ANT1 

Christos Mazanitis is a war correspondent, diplomatic and military affairs editor. He has been with the 

ANT1 television station since 2005 and is an accredited editor at the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and 

National Defense. He has carried out plenty of war missions in Ukraine, Balkans, Middle East and Israel. 

In 2018, he was awarded by the Botsis Foundation for the mission to Himarra and Drymades in Northern 

Epirus for the attempted seizure of municipal property of Greeks by the Albanian government. Due to the 

publicity the issue received and after constant pressure, the Albanian government's plan was "frozen". In 

2023 he was awarded by the National Defense Staff Association for the mission in Mariupol and 

generally in Ukraine. He has been with the enikos.gr and Real Group (newspaper and radio) since 2019.

He speaks English very well. He is married.



Nikos Milapidis

Secretary General for Labor

Ministry of Labor & Social Security 

Nikos Milapidis was born in Thessaloniki in 1983. He graduated in 2001 from the Experimental School of 

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. Right afterwards, he was admitted to the School of Law of Aristotle 

University and got his BA in 2005. He has a master’s degree in public law and political sciences from the 

School of Law, Aristotle University (2009). He has also pursued and got an MBA in Business 

Administration from the Alba Graduate business School in Athens (2019). He has also attended some 

postgraduate classes in Law and Economics, an MA program in Utrecht University, Netherlands (2006). 

Nikos Milapidis has been practicing law since 2007 and has worked as a Public & Business Policy 

Strategist in parliamentary and local government posts. In 2020, he served as a consultant for the Head 

of State, Ms. Sakellaropoulou. He has plenty of experience in legislative works both in national but also 

in European posts and he was in charge of coordinating various team projects resulting in major state 

reforms. Nikos Milapidis has served as an Office Director of the Greek Minister of Rural Development & 

Food, Mr. Tsaftaris, and was appointed as a Greek Representative in Brussels, during the EE Greek 

Presidency (2012-2014). For the period 2015-2019, he had been the Director of the Members of 

Parliament of the party “To Potami”. For three years (2020-2023) he had worked as the Office Director of 

the Deputy Minister of Labor and Social Affairs Mr. Tsakloglou. From July 2023 until July 2024, he has 

served as the Secretary General for Social Security, at the Ministry of Labor and Social Security. In 

August 2024, he has been appointed Secretary General for Labor at the same Ministry. Nikos Milapidis 

has been married and has three children.



Kyriakos Mitsotakis

Prime Minister of the Hellenic Republic

Kyriakos Mitsotakis was born in Athens in 1968. He studied Social Studies at Harvard University, graduating summa cum 

laude, before completing a Master’s degree in International Relations at Stanford University and an MBA at Harvard Business 

School. He is fluent in English, French, and German. He has authored the book “Straddling the horns of a dilemma.”He began 

his career in the private sector, working at top tier global firms in investment banking and strategy consulting based out of 

London. He returned to Greece in the late 1990’s to take on leadership roles in some of the country’s private equity and 

venture capital firms, culminating with his 3-year term as CEO of NBG Venture Capital. For his professional achievements, he 

has received several distinctions, the most notable being his 2003 recognition by the World Economic Forum as a “Global 

Leader for Tomorrow.” He entered public life in late 2003 and was elected a Member of the Hellenic Parliament the following 

year. Over the years, he has served in critical roles, including Minister of Administrative Reform and e-Government, where he 

oversaw landmark reforms to modernize the Greek public administration. In January 2016, he was elected President of Nea 

Demokratia, Greece’s center-right political party, which he contemporized, thus renewing and boosting its membership base, 

while putting in place a code of transparency and accountability in party operations and funding. He led his party to a landslide 

victory three years later. In July 2019, he was sworn in as Prime Minister, winning a new four-year term with an increased 

electoral majority in June 2023. Under his leadership, Greece has returned to investment-grade status after a decade of 

economic crisis and secured renewed international confidence, advancing Greece’s role as a reliable partner in Europe and the 

wider world. In recognition of these achievements, the Economist named Greece “Country of the Year” in 2023. At a personal 

level, in September 2024 Kyriakos Mitsotakis was honored with the Global Citizen Award by the Atlantic Council in New York, 

and in May 2025, he received the Gold Medal of the Ludwig Erhard Foundation in Germany. His government’s management of 

the COVID-19 pandemic was widely recognized as one of the most effective in Europe, combining swift public health action 

with a rapid digital transformation. As head of government, he has pursued an ambitious reform agenda focused on economic 

recovery, digital transformation, energy transition, and civil rights (including enabling the voting rights of the large Greek 

diaspora). He pursued his progressive reforms while maintaining a strong commitment to the strengthening of democratic 

institutions, fiscal responsibility, national security, and border control. Kyriakos Mitsotakis has laid out an ambitious plan to put 

Greece in the center of shaping the AI agenda for Europe, with concrete initiatives already underway to aggressively introduce 

AI in public administration, education, and health care. He is married to Mareva Grabowski-Mitsotaki. They have three children, 

Sophia, Konstantinos and Daphne.



Panagiotis Mourgos

Managing Director

TEXAN Environmental Management 

Panagiotis Mourgos holds a PhD in Engineering from the National Technical University of Athens and is 

an Electrical & Computer Engineer of the said Technical University. He holds the position of CEO and is 

the Co-owner of TEXAN Environmental Management, which has been active in the recycling sector for 

more than 25 years. TEXAN is the leading player in the installation and operation of state-of-the-art 

Recycling Centres of high American technology. 



Emmanouil Moustakas

Executive Board Member and 

General Director of Business Development, 

GEK TERNA Group

Emmanouil (Manos) Moustakas is an Executive Board Member and General Director of Business 

Development of GEK TERNA Group. He also holds the position of Chairman of the Group’s Investment 

Committee and is a member in various Boards of Directors of subsidiaries in the fields of energy, 

transportation and mining infrastructure. In 2002 he entered GEK TERNA Group and had various roles in 

the construction of large-scale transportation projects and natural gas fired power plants. In 2005 he was 

one of the two principals that created the Group’s energy trading department, a trade he still honors by 

keeping a position in the Energy Portfolio Management Committee of the Group. In 2011 he became an 

executive member of the BoD of the GEK TERNA and since then he has been the responsible Director 

managing development of all investments above €100m in equity needs, which till today sum up to 

transactions of more than €10billion total worth, mainly motorway and airport concessions, natural gas 

power plants and large wind farms. His responsibilities included the long-term specialized support of 

these assets, such as restructurings, refinancings and M&As. In 2012 he also started looking after the 

development efforts of renewables in the USA and was later (in 2016 and until 2021) appointed as CEO 

of TERNA ENERGY USA, which at its peak developed and operated 650MW. In 2014 he was part of the 

team that managed the expansion of GEK TERNA Group in mining and minerals processing activities. 

Recently he has been leading the Group’s efforts in developing green and sustainable energy 

ecosystems to cover the increasing electricity needs of transportation projects.



Nikolaos Nikolakopoulos

President, Lotteries

Intralot

Nikolaos Nikolakopoulos is an Executive Member of the Board of Directors of INTRALOT and currently 

serves as President, Lotteries. Previously, he has held a number of senior leadership roles at 

INTRALOT, including Group CEO, CEO of Intralot, Inc., Group Deputy CEO (overseeing Commercial, 

Operations, and Product Divisions), Group Chief Commercial Officer, Group Chief Operating Officer, 

Group President for Latin America, Western Europe & Africa, and Managing Director of INTRALOT Latin 

America. Before joining INTRALOT in 2007 as Group Strategy Director, he held leading positions in 

multinational IT companies, including the INTRACOM Group, Microsoft, SingularLogic, and Bull. He 

holds a Bachelor’s degree in Information Technology from the Athens University of Economics and 

Business and an MBA from La Verne University.



Maria Nikoltsiou

Journalist

ALPHA TV

Maria Nikoltsiou is a journalist, anchor, commentator at Alpha TV and radio producer at TALKRADIO 

989. She was born in Munich, Germany. She is a graduate of Sociology – Panteion University. She has 

an MSc in European Studies – London School of Economics UK and an MA in International Relations – 

Kent UniversityUK. She has been working as a journalist since 1993 in radio, television and newspapers. 

She is married and mother of two children. She speaks German and English. 



Costas G. Papadopoulos

Executive Director, Global Business

Development Int’l & Strategy 

Lockheed Martin

Costas G. Papadopoulos is Executive Director, Global Business Development Int’l & Strategy at 

Lockheed Martin, where he has served since 1989. With over 45 years of international experience in the 

Defense Industry, his responsibilities, since 2018, cover South East Europe, following earlier roles 

across the Arabian Gulf, Pakistan, Libya, and South Africa. Previously, he spent 11 years at Hellenic 

Aerospace Industry in senior engineering and business development positions. Born in Cairo, he earned 

an M.Sc. in Structural Engineering from Cranfield, UK. Costas Papadopoulos speaks Greek, English, 

Arabic, and French, and is the father of George and Maria-Elena. 



Dimitri Papalexopoulos

Chair

TITAN Group

Dimitri Papalexopoulos is Chair of TITAN Group, a cement and building materials producer active since 

1902. TITAN S.A. directly employs about 6.000 people, operates cement plants in 10 countries and is 

active in many more. Mr. Papalexopoulos is Co-Chair of the Energy Transition & Clean Industry 

Committee of the European Roundtable for Industry (ERT), he serves on the International Advisory 

Board of the Atlantic Council, the Dean’s Council of the Harvard Kennedy School of Government and the 

European Advisory Board of Harvard Business School. He is a Member of the General Council of the 

Bank of Greece, Deputy Chairman of the Board of the Foundation for Economic and Industrial Research 

(ΙΟΒΕ), and member of the Boards of the Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy 

(ELIAMEP) and of “Endeavor Greece”. He was recently appointed member of the Board of Carmeuse 

S.A. He served as Chairman of the Board of the Hellenic Federation of Enterprises (SEV) from 2020-

2024. Prior to joining TITAN in 1989, he was a consultant for McKinsey & Company in New York and 

Munich. He holds an MSc in Electrical Engineering from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology 

(ETHZ) and an MBA from Harvard Business School. 



Nikolaos Papatsas

Senior Advisor

EFA Group 

Nikolaos Papatsas graduated from the College of Wooster (Ohio, USA) with a degree in Computer 

Science (1982) and received an M.B.A. (1984) from Clark University (Massachusetts, USA). From 1984-

89 was Director of Information Technology (IT) Systems for Aspen Square Management, a National Real 

Estate and Property Management firm, located in Springfield (MA). In 1990-93 he served as Vice 

President of Operations and IT for Asahi/America, a manufacturer and international distributor of 

industrial products, based in Boston (MA). During the same period, he worked as a technical advisor for 

telecommunication and financial organizations. EFA VENTURES (a member of the EFA GROUP), has 

established itself as the leading company in the implementation of Industrial Partnerships, High 

Technology Investments as well as Projects for the Upgrade and Logistics Support of Systems, in the 

fields of aerospace, defense and security. EFA GROUP consists of companies with core activities in the 

fields of aerospace, defense and security; except of EFA VENTURES, these are also AEROSPACE 

VENTURES (Industrial Participation and related services), SCYTALYS (Systems Integration and 

Software), ES SYSTEMS (Sensors Design and Electronics), EPICOS (Global Defense B2B Information 

Platform), UCANDRONE (Unmanned Systems),  AETHER AERONAUTICS (Target Drones), STHENOS 

AI (Intelligence Solutions) and THYREOS CYBER. He has extensive experience in Aerospace and 

Defense technologies as well as industrial cooperation programs. He also serves as the Vice-President 

of the Board of Directors of the Hellenic Aerospace Security & Defense Industries Group 

(www.hasdig.com.gr), which represents the largest state and private companies with activities in the 

A&D sector in Greece.

http://www.hasdig.com.gr/
http://www.hasdig.com.gr/
http://www.hasdig.com.gr/
http://www.hasdig.com.gr/
http://www.hasdig.com.gr/
http://www.hasdig.com.gr/
http://www.hasdig.com.gr/


Niki Papazoglou

Journalist

insider.gr

Niki Papazoglou is an experienced business journalist specializing in technology and tourism. She 

serves as Chief Business Editor and Business Reporting Coordinator at Insider.gr, producing data-driven 

coverage on digital transformation, innovation and startups. With nearly two decades in journalism and 

digital media, she also co-hosts the weekly podcast Απλά Ψηφιακά. Niki Papazoglou has also a 

background in communications, having served as a press consultant at the Norwegian Embassy in 

Athens and a press officer at the Ministry of Development.



Dimitrios Pefanis

Manager

CNN Greece

Dimitrios Pefanis is the Manager of CNN Greece. He studied Communication and Mass Media at 

Panteion University and obtained his Master’s Degree in New Media Journalism from Emerson College 

in Boston, Massachusetts. He has worked as a journalist in Greece and the United Stated, covering the 

fields of technology, finance and new media and for the last 15 years he holds administrative positions in 

Greece’s largest news-sites. In 2012 he received Citigroup’s Journalistic Excellence Award and for the 

last 15 years has been teaching Digital Marketing at the HellenicAmerican Union.



Theodore Pelagidis

Deputy Governor

Bank of Greece

Professor of Economics

University of Piraeus

Former Minister of Finance

Theodore Pelagidis is the Deputy Governor of Bank of Greece, with responsibilities pertaining to the 

implementation of monetary policy, investment portfolio management, global capital markets, payment 

and settlement systems, and bank resolution. He is also Chairman of the Financial Asset Management 

Committee, which directs the Bank’s international investment portfolio, Chairman of Resolution 

Measures Committee and Chairman of Environmental Policy Committee. He was appointed as Minister 

of Finance of Greece’s interim government from May 25, 2023 until new national elections on June 25, 

2023. He is Professor of Economics at the University of Piraeus, Greece. He has been a NATO scholar 

at the CES Harvard University (1995-6); an NBG fellow at the HO, LSE (2010); and a Fulbright fellow at 

Columbia University (2008). He is the co-author of Understanding the Crisis in Greece. From Boom to 

Bust, Palgrave 2011 & 2012 (2nd ed.), Greece. From Exit to Recovery? (Brookings Institution 2014). 

Who’s to Blame for Greece? (Palgrave 2016); Who’s to Blame for Greece? How Austerity and Populism 

is Destroying a Country with High Potential, (Palgrave 2018, 2nd ed.) & Who’s to Blame for Greece? Life 

after bankruptcy. Between Recovery and Substandard Growth (Springer/Palgrave 2021, 3rd ed.). He has 

published extensively in professional journals and he has given interviews and published opinion articles 

in the international press (The Guardian, NYT, FT, etc.). He has served as an expert to the International 

Monetary Fund (IEO, 2015) and to the EC (Horizon 2021, 2018). He has also been a NR Senior Fellow 

at Brookings Institution, USA (9/2012-19/9/20) and a regular Brookings/Global webpage Op-Ed 

contributor. 



Kyriakos Pierrakakis

Minister

Ministry of Economy and Finance

Kyriakos Pierrakakis serves as Minister of Economy and Finance of the Hellenic Republic in the Cabinet 

of Kyriakos Mitsotakis since March 2025. He is also a Member of the Hellenic Parliament. From 2023 to 

2025, Pierrakakis served as Minister of Education, Religious Affairs, and Sports, where he led major 

legislative reforms to modernize Greece's education system. Previously, from 2019 to 2023, he served 

as the country's Minister of Digital Governance, spearheading Greece's digital transformation, during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. He was appointed Chair of the OECD’s Global Strategy Group Meeting in 2021, a 

role he was re-appointed to in 2024. In this capacity, he led a forum of senior officials working to shape 

the organization's strategic response to global challenges and fostered cooperation among OECD 

member states. Prior to his ministerial appointments, Pierrakakis was the Director of Research at the 

independent non-profit think tank diaNEOsis. Kyriakos Pierrakakis holds a Master of Science in 

Technology and Policy from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) (2009), a Master in Public 

Policy from Harvard University's John F. Kennedy School of Government (2007), and a Bachelor's 

Degree in Computer Science from the Athens University of Economics and Business. Born in 1983 in 

Athens, Kyriakos Pierrakakis is married with three children. He speaks English and French.



Dimitris Primpas

General Manager 

 IBM Greece & Cyprus 

Dimitris Primpas is the General Manager of IBM for Greece and Cyprus and also leads IBM's Consulting 

Services for Greece and Cyprus. Since 2018, he has held the position of Director of IBM Consulting and 

has served as an Executive Member of the Board of Directors of IBM Greece. Dimitris joined IBM in 

2008 as a Project Manager in the Technology Services department and later served as Sales Manager 

for Technology Services in Greece and Cyprus. Prior to joining IBM, he worked as a Researcher at the 

Computer Technology Institute. He holds a degree in Computer Engineering and a Ph.D. from the 

University of Patras (Department of Computer Engineering and Informatics). Dimitris has extensive 

experience on Consulting and Technology services and has led significant transformational projects in 

Greek and Cypriot market (with focus on Financial Services and Energy & Utilities segments). 



Makis Provatas

Journalist

ERT, Athens Voice

 

Makis Provatas is a Greek journalist born in Athens. From 1999 to 2022, he presented daily radio 

programs. From 2008 he has conducted more than 600 interviews with Greek and foreign scientists, 

academics, politicians, writers, and artists- for VIMA, VIMagazino, Athens Voice, and the magazine 

"ISTORIA"- including: Stephen Hawking, Dario Fo, Richard Dawkins, Noam Chomsky, John Malkovich, 

Mikhail Baryshnikov, Patti Smith, John Cleese, Yuval Noah Harari, Irvin Yalom, Eduardo Galeano, Gary 

Kasparov, David Remnick. He collaborated with the magazine 'Istoria' on articles and interviews with 

Greek politicians, such as Konstantinos Mitsotakis and Theodoros Pangalos. From 2018 to 2021: 

Presented the TV interview program "Axion Dialogue" (Action 24 channel). From 2023-2025: Co-

presentation of the program "Newsroom" (ERTnews). From 2024-present: Editing and presentation of 

the interview program "Syntheses" (ERTnews). He is an author of fourteen books based on discussions 

with Dimitris Nanopoulos, Maria Efthymiou, Stamatis Krimizis, Eleni Arveler. Archbishop Anastasios of 

Albania, Dionysis Simopoulos, Yannis Maniatis, Anna Diamantopoulou, Konstantinos Filis, and Dimitris 

Kairidis. For five years, he held discussions with personalities at Gazarte theater, in collaboration with 

Lina Nikolakopoulou. For four years at Public bookstore, in collaboration with Christos Chomenidis.



Theodore Rakintzis

Partner

Kyriakides Georgopoulos Law Firm

 

Theodore Rakintzis is a partner at KG Law Firm. His practice focuses on Banking & Finance and Capital 

Markets, having led certain of the most complex and high-profile cross-border transactions in Greece 

during the last decade. He also leads the Private Wealth KG department, with a long-established 

experience in advising family offices and high net worth individuals on private wealth law aspects, 

including succession planning, wealth structuring and asset protection. Substantial part of his time is 

devoted in advising prominent NGOs on a pro bono basis. Theodore Rakintzis holds a BA in Law from 

the University of Athens and an LL.M from the University of Cambridge (St' John's College). He is a 

published author and an actively sought-after key note speaker.  



John D. Saracakis

President

American-Hellenic Chamber of Commerce

John D. Saracakis is President of the American-Hellenic Chamber of Commerce, elected in July 2025, 

following 18 years of service to the Chamber as Vice President, Chair of the Public Affairs Committee, 

member of the Executive Committee, and member of the Board of Directors. He has also served as 

Chairman of the Hellenic-Swedish Chamber of Commerce for two consecutive terms (2013–2019). He is 

Executive Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Saracakis Group of Companies, a leading family-

owned concern with a long tradition in the Greek economy and operations in four countries, where he 

has served in various capacities since 1998. He studied Business Administration at Babson College, 

USA, and is a graduate of the Advanced Management Program at Harvard Business School. 



Ilias Siakantaris

Journalist, News Anchor

ERT

Ilias Siakantaris is a journalist, financial analyst and news anchor at the national broadcaster, ERT since 

2020. He studied economics at Athens University of Economics and Business and earned his Master’s 

In journalism from Graduate School of Journalism at Columbia University in New York. He has covered 

the Great Financial Crisis and the Greek collapse that ensued as a journalist, correspondent, analyst, 

and news anchor at Skai TV, Alpha TV, and ERT. He was worked with many national and international 

media outlets and organizations.



Konstantinos P. Sifnaios

Vice President and Managing Director

Gastrade

Kostis Sifnaios began his career in 1987 at Mobil Oil Hellas as a Strategic Planning Analyst and 

continued at Mobil Oil International, taking on roles in the supply and trading sectors in London and 

Madrid. In 1997, he joined BP International in Brussels, where he participated in the company's 

European restructuring. Returning to Greece in 2000, he became General Manager of Commercial Sales 

at BP Greece, a position he held until 2002, before continuing in BP's European supply chain until 2007. 

From 2007 to 2021, he worked at the Copelouzos Group, initially as New Projects Manager and Gas 

Sales Commercial Manager, and later as the Group Energy Director in the Natural Gas sector. Since 

January 2022, following the Final Investment Decision for the Alexandroupolis LNG Terminal Project, he 

has been serving as Vice President and Managing Director of Gastrade S.A.



Yannis Sirros

Partner, Engineering, AI & Data,

Government and Public Services Deputy Leader

Deloitte

Yannis Sirros is an Engineering, AI & Data Partner. He joined Deloitte in 2022, significantly contributing 

to the development of new services and the expansion of Consulting practice in the Government and 

Public Services industry and technological transformation of organizations in Greece. With over 30 years 

of extensive experience, he offers expert advisory services in public policy, digital transformation, and 

technology strategy. He holds a Certificate in Computing and two post graduate degrees in Information 

Systems and Management. Yannis Sirros has served as a Digital Technology Advisor to several key 

ministries in Greece and was a member of the organizing committee responsible for drafting the 

Operational Programme for the Information Society. His leadership roles include Director General of the 

Federation of Hellenic ICT Enterprises, Executive Board Member of DIGITALEUROPE and Member of 

the Taskforce of the European IT Observatory. Yannis holds the title of Chairman Emeritus of WITSA.



Akis Skertsos

Minister 

Ministry of State Responsible for the Coordination 

of Government Policies

Akis Skertsos is the Minister of State Responsible for the Coordination of Government Policies. He 

served as Deputy Minister to the Prime Minister, Responsible for the Coordination of Government 

Policies and he also performed duties as a Government Representative. He holds a Master of Arts in 

Political Management and Lobbying from George Washington University of USA, a BA in Journalism and 

Communications from Aristoteleion Panepistimion Thessalonikis.



Katerina Sokou

Executive Director Washington D.C. Office

American-Hellenic Chamber of Commerce

Katerina Sokou is the Executive Director of the American - Hellenic Chamber of Commerce USA. She is 

a nonresident Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Council, a Research Fellow at ELIAMEP, and a contributor 

columnist at Greek daily Kathimerini. Katerina is also Principal at News Intelligence and a board member 

at The Hellenic Initiative Canada. A former financial journalist and correspondent for Greek media in 

Washington, D.C., Katerina was the inaugural Theodore Couloumbis Fellow on Greek - American 

relations at ELIAMEP and a research fellow at George Washington University. She studied History at the 

University of Ioannina and holds postgraduate degrees in International Studies from the University of 

Warwick and in Journalism from Columbia University, where she was a Knight-Bagehot Fellow in 

Economics and Business Journalism.



Elias Spirtounias

Executive Director

American-Hellenic Chamber of Commerce

Elias Spirtounias after graduating from the School of Mathematics of the University of Athens, Elias 

Spirtounias completed his graduate studies at the School of Electrical Engineering (M.Sc. degree and 

pre-Ph.D. studies) at Boston University. During his residence in the United States, he participated as a 

Research Engineer in several research programs in co-operation with other organizations and 

companies such as NASA, MIT, UNH in the fields of analog and digital electronics, circuits design and 

applications. He returned to Greece in 1992 and after completing his military service in 1994, he held the 

position of Technical Director for the subsidiary of the Italian company Citec SpA., a company 

specialized in the design, production and application of voice and image processing systems. From 1997 

until February 2009, he worked for the Foundation of the Hellenic World, a major Greek private non-profit 

cultural organization, starting as a Construction Supervisor and continuing as a Managing Director of the 

brand new then Cultural Center, Hellenic Cosmos an innovative, based on new technologies, theme 

park. During his tenure, he contributed significantly to the expansion, development and operation of the 

Center and its establishment as one of the most known technology-driven cultural theme parks in 

Greece and abroad. From March 2009, he holds the position of Executive Director of the American-

Hellenic Chamber of Commerce. Along with his colleagues and in cooperation with the Board have 

managed, in the midst of the economic crisis, to increase significantly the number of activities, undertake 

important initiatives, retain in high level the memberships, foster the advocacy level, expand further the 

presence of the Chamber in US and contribute to the evolution of the Chamber into one of the leading 

dynamic and reliable business organization in Greece. Since January 2022 he served as Treasurer and 

since January 2024 as Vice Chair of the American Chambers in Europe (ACE) Executive Committee.



Michael Stassinopoulos

Executive Director

Viohalco

Chairman

ElvalHalcor

Michael Stassinopoulos is an executive member of the Board of Directors of Viohalco S.A., a holding 

company of leading metal processing companies, with production facilities in Greece and several other 

countries in Europe (e.g Bulgaria, Romania, North Macedonia, United Kingdom). He is also Chairman of 

the Board of Directors of Elvalhalcor - Hellenic Copper and Aluminium Industry S.A., the non-ferrous 

listed subsidiary of Viohalco. Belonging to the 4th generation in Viohalco’s history, Michael 

Stassinopoulos was brought up in the industrial world and was involved in the metal processing business 

since his academic years. He holds a Bachelor Degree (BSc) in Management Sciences and a 

postgraduate diploma (MSc) in Shipping, Trade and Finance. Michael Stassinopoulos is highly involved 

in strategic decisions and investments in technological advancement, research and innovation focusing 

on the Group’s adaptation to the transformational challenge while better exploiting the opportunities that 

it brings. Highly committed to raising public awareness on the contribution of industry to the economy, 

Michael Stassinopoulos was among the initiators of the establishment in 2017 of the civil non-profit 

organization “Hellenic Production-Industry Roundtable for Growth” of which he is currently the President 

of the Board of Directors. He is also member of the Board of the “Council on Competitiveness of Greece 

(Compete. GR) and a member of the Board of the Foundation “Michail N. Stassinopoulos-Viohalco”. 

Since 1996 and for several years up to 2019 he was member of the Board of Directors of the “Hellenic 

Federation of Enterprises” (SEV). 



Christos Tarantilis

Professor, Management Science and Technology 

Athens University of Economics and Business

Prof. Christos Tarantilis has over 20 years of experience in leadership positions across various roles and 

environments: in academia, serving as a professor and chair of the Department of Management Science 

and Technology at the Athens University of Economics and Business (AUEB); in politics, as a Member of 

Parliament, a Deputy Minister to the Prime Minister, and the Head of the Hellenic Parliament’s 

Committee on Research and Technology; and in the private sector, as a Partner and the Europe Central 

Government and Infrastructure South Business Unit Leader at EY. He has also been a member of the 

boards of directors of several significant Greek organizations. Furthermore, he has been included for the 

past six years in the annual list recognizing the top 2% of the most influential scientists worldwide in the 

field of operations research, compiled by professors at Stanford University. Moreover, Prof. Tarantilis has 

received more than 30 teaching awards at AUEB over a period of 10 consecutive years, at both 

undergraduate and postgraduate levels. 



Athanasios C. Thanopoulos

President

Hellenic Statistical Authority

Athanasios C. Thanopoulos has been serving as President of the Hellenic Statistical Authority since

2016. On 30 September 2025, the European Commission appointed him Deputy Director-General of

Eurostat, with the appointment to take effect shortly. He chaired the Partnership Group of the European

Statistical System from 2022 to 2024. His previous professional experience spans economic policy-

advising, research and university teaching. He holds a PhD in Economics from the University of

Pittsburgh, postgraduate degrees in Mathematical Economics and Econometrics from the Toulouse

School of Economics, and a BSc in Economics from the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens.



Marios Themistocleous

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Health

Marios Themistocleous is the Deputy Minister of Health. He graduated from the Medical School of the 

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, and he has a Ph.D. at the Medical School of the 

University of Athens and a Master of Science in management of health units. Marios served as the 

Secretary General of Primary Health Care from 2020 to 2023 and as the Coordinator of the Vaccination 

Program against Covid-19. He has also served as the President of the National Central Health 

Procurement Authority, member of the Coordination and Monitoring Committee of the Government's 

Policy for the Covid-19 pandemic, the President of the Chief Committee of Health Sector Insurance Fund 

(TSAY) and Vice President on the Board of Directors of ETAA (Unified Fund of the Self Employed). As a 

neurosurgeon, he has worked in hospitals in the United Kingdom, at "Evangelismos" General Hospital, 

and as a Registrar Α at the Neurosurgical Clinic of "Agia Sofia" Children's Hospital.



Stephanos Theodorides

Chairman of the Board

Growthfund, The National Fund of Greece

Stephanos Theodorides is an experienced professional executive with a 40-year career, 30 of which 

serving in top management positions. From 2012 to the end of 2023, he served as the Managing 

Director of TEMES SA, one of the biggest hospitality and real estate developers in Southeastern Europe. 

Prior to that, between 2006 and 2011, he was the Chief Executive Officer in Regency Entertainment SA. 

Prior to Recency Entertainment, Stephanos Theodorides was Regional Managing Director at Southeast 

Europe of DIAGEO SA, the Global Leader of Premium Alcoholic Beverages, covering 18 countries. He 

has also chaired or participated in various Boards either with an executive or non-executive function, in 

Greece and abroad and served as a Board member in the Boards of PPC, Giochi Preziosi SA and IOBE. 

Stephanos Theodorides holds a BSc degree in Mathematics from the University of Athens and has 

attended Executive Development Programs in the London Business School and INSEAD 

Business School.



Takis Theodorikakos

Minister

Ministry of Development

Panagiotis (Takis) Dimitriou Theodorikakos is Minister of Development and Member of Hellenic 

Parliament of Athens B3 Constituency (South). He was elected in the 2023 national elections with 

47.300 votes and was ranked second. He was Strategy and Communication Advisor to the President of 

ND since October 2015 and Coordinator of Strategic Planning and Communication of the party, from 

October 2016 until the victorious election contests of May and July 2019 when he was elected as 

Member of State of the ND. In July 2019, he was appointed by the Prime Minister Mr Kyriakos Mitsotakis 

as Minister of the Interior. In August 2021 he was appointed by the Prime Minister Mr. Kyriakos 

Mitsotakis as Minister of Citizen Protection. In June 2024 he was appointed by the Prime Minister Mr 

Kyriakos Mitsotakis as Minister of Development. He has a long professional career as Political 

researcher and analyst and Strategy Advisor. PhD in Public Policies at the University of Peloponnese 

where he taught at the Faculty of Social and Political Sciences till June 2019. He was a scientific partner 

and president of the company GPO SA, from 2000 to 2016. He has presented important social and 

political research in Greece and abroad at scientific conferences, workshop and mass media. Graduated 

from the Pedagogical Department of EKPA. He completed his Master's studies at the Department of

Political Science and Public Administration of EKPA in political science and sociology specializing in

electoral sociology. He graduated from the High School of the Ionidios Standard School. He was born in

1964 in Piraeus. He is married and has two children.



Nikolaos Tsafos

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Environment & Energy

Nikos Tsafos serves as Deputy Minister of Energy in the Ministry of Environment and Energy of the 

Hellenic Republic, a role he assumed on March 15, 2025. He previously spent almost three years as the 

chief energy advisor to Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis. Mr. Tsafos has worked in energy since 2006, 

primarily in the United States, and is a widely recognized expert in market analysis, due diligence, and 

the intersection of energy and geopolitics. He spent over a decade as a consultant specialized in natural 

gas, working with major energy companies such as ExxonMobil, Chevron, Shell, Total, Eni, and many 

others. He also spent around four years advising the Alaska State Legislature on the landmark Alaska

LNG project. From 2016 to 2019, he was an adjunct lecturer at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced

International Studies (SAIS). Between 2018 and 2022, he worked at the Center for Strategic and 

International Studies (CSIS) in Washington, one of the world’s premier think tanks. In 2021, he was 

appointed to the James Schlesinger Chair for Energy and Geopolitics, a position he held until returning 

to Greece in 2022. Mr. Tsafos has testified before the U.S. Senate on natural gas issues and the 

Canadian House of Commons on critical minerals. In 2021, he was selected for the Climate Advisory 

Committee of the Export-Import Bank of the United States, on which he served until his return to Greece. 

For several years, he has been one of approximately 100 peer reviewers for the World Energy Outlook, 

the most authoritative assessment of the global energy market, published annually by the International 

Energy Agency. He holds a B.A. in international relations and economics from Boston University and an 

M.A. in international relations from Johns Hopkins SAIS.. He was born in 1964 in Piraeus. He is married 

and has two children.



Fanis Zois 

Journalist

Naftemporiki

Fanis Zois is a senior journalist currently accredited with the Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport, 

working for Naftemporiki. With over 40 years of experience at Naftemporiki, he began his career as a 

reporter covering the Ministry of Commerce. A longstanding member of the Journalists' Union of Athens 

Daily Newspapers (ESIEA), he has been repeatedly elected as a workers' representative in multiple 

elections. Throughout his career, he has been an accredited journalist at various ministries, including the 

Ministry of the Presidency, Ministry of Interior, and Ministry of Environment, among others. He has also 

contributed to various magazines. Over the past decade, he has extensively covered a wide range of 

business-related topics, including chambers of commerce and organizations such as the Hellenic 

Confederation of Commerce and Entrepreneurship (ESEE), the Hellenic Federation of Enterprises 

(SEV), and the Panhellenic Association of Ergotherapists (PSE). His work has included both domestic 

and international assignments for Naftemporiki, site and tv.



Theodore Tollis

President

Hellenic Federation of Private Employment 

Companies (ENIDEA)

Theodore Tollis has served as Executive Director at ICAP Employment Solutions since 2008, leading a 

workforce of 2,800 professionals across diverse client engagements. With more than 35 years of 

experience in consulting, IT, HR, and business transformation, he has spearheaded major SAP, CRM, 

HR, and e-commerce projects throughout Europe and the United States. Previously, he was IT Director 

for Europe at Crompton Corp, where he oversaw SAP implementations and managed a 50-member 

team. In Greece, he held senior leadership positions as General Manager at a National Bank subsidiary 

and as CEO of two public hospitals. He holds two M.S. degrees—Mathematics from the University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and Computer Science from the University of Texas at Dallas—a Ph.D. in 

Mathematics/Theoretical Computer Science, and executive certifications from Harvard. He is also an 

active mentor and serves as a strategic board member.



Chris Tomsovic

Managing Director

Global Lead-Macro Foresight Strategy

Accenture

Chris Tomsovic leads Accenture’s Macro Foresight team which is focused on helping companies and 

investors navigate complicated macroeconomic and geopolitical shifts in the global economy. He 

regularly supports senior executive teams with long-range strategic planning, strategic foresight, 

scenario planning, M&A, and operational improvement initiatives. He has worked with clients across 

financial institutions, technology, industrials, consumer goods, and resources in the US, Europe, Asia, 

and the Middle East. In addition, he regularly supports internal Accenture taskforces and strategic 

planning initiatives where the firm has to navigate the external economic and geopolitical environment. 

Prior to joining Accenture, Chris Tomsovic completed a MSc from the London School of Economics and 

previously worked in the US federal government in Washington, DC.



Apostolos Tzitzikostas

EU Commissioner for Sustainable Transport and 

Tourism

European Commission

Apostolos Tzitzikostas was born on September 2, 1978. He is a graduate of Athens College. He obtained a BA 

in Political Science and International Politics from Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. and a Master's 

degree in European Public Policy from the University College of London. In 2002, he established his own 

company in Thessaloniki in the production and processing of dairy products based on organic standards. In 

the national elections of September 2007, he was elected Member of the Greek Parliament with the Nea 

Demokratia party in the 1st Electoral District of Thessaloniki. As MP, he served as Secretary of the Hellenic 

Parliament, member of the Standing Committee on National Defense and Foreign Affairs, and member of the 

Standing Committee on Financial Affairs. Additionally, he was a member of the Special Standing Committee on 

European Community Affairs and the Special Committee for the Reform Treaty of the European Union. He 

represented the Hellenic Parliament in the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly from 2007 to 2009. In 

the regional elections of November 2010, he was elected Deputy Governor of Central Macedonia and Head of 

the Thessaloniki Regional Unit. In the regional elections of May 2014, he was elected Governor of Central 

Macedonia with 71% of the vote. He was re-elected as Governor of Central Macedonia in the regional 

elections of May 2019 and October 2023, receiving over 60% of the vote in both elections. In November 2019, 

he was elected President of the Association of Greek Regions and was unanimously re-elected President in 

February 2024, for the first time in the institution's history. Since 2015, he has been a member of the European 

Committee of the Regions, and in July 2017, he was elected Head of the Greek Delegation. In February 2020, 

he was unanimously elected by all political groups President of the European Committee of the Regions. In 

July 2022, he was also unanimously elected First Vice-President of the European Committee of the Regions. 

He has been serving as the European Commissioner for Sustainable Transport and Tourism since December 

1, 2024. He speaks English and French, and his articles are frequently published in newspapers and 

magazines in Greece and abroad. He is married to Eleana Vlachou and has two children, George and Natalia.



Nikos Vettas

General Director

Foundation for Economic and Industrial Research 

IOBE

Professor

Athens University of Economics and Business

Nikos Vettas is the General Director of the Foundation for Economic and Industrial Research – IOBE and 

Professor of Economics at the Athens University of Economics and Business, where he has served as 

Chairman of the Economics Department and member of the University Council. He holds a PhD from the 

University of Pennsylvania. He has been an Associate Professor at Duke University and a visiting 

Professor at INSEAD. Associate Editor of the International Journal of Industrial Organization, a Research 

Fellow at CEPR, UK, and a member of the Executive Committee of the European Association for 

Research in Industrial Economics. He has served as a member of the Hellenic Competition Commission 

and the Economic Advisory Group for Competition Policy at the European Commission. Co-organizer of 

Conference for Research on Economic Theory and Econometrics. Co-editor of Beyond Austerity: 

Reforming the Greek Economy (MIT Press, 2017). Vice-Chairman of the Growth Plan Committee of the 

Hellenic Republic for the Greek Economy, 2020.



Christos Vidakis

Partner, Cyber Leader

Deloitte

Christos Vidakis is a Partner and the Cyber Leader with special emphasis on Cybersecurity. He is also 

the Technology, Media and Telecommunications Leader. With over 15 years of experience on information 

systems security, auditing, technology, security operations, risk management, operating models & 

incident response, Christos Vidakis has helped clients understand information technology and business 

risks, make intelligent risk decisions, implement controls, and provide ongoing measurement and 

monitoring of their risk environment.



Sofia Zacharaki

Minister

Ministry of Education

Sofia Zacharaki was elected as a member of the Hellenic Parliament for Nea Demokratia in the June 

2023 Greek Legislative Election, representing the East Attica constituency. On March 14, 2025 she was 

appointed Minister of Education, Religious Affairs and Sports. On June 27, 2023, she was appointed 

Minister of Social Cohesion and Family Affairs in the Cabinet of Kyriakos Mitsotakis. She was appointed 

Deputy Minister for Tourism Education and Special forms of Tourism on January 2021 and served until 

May 2023. She previously held the office of Deputy Minister of Education and Religious Affairs from July 

2019 to January 2021. Before her appointment, she served as the spokesperson for Nea Demokratia, 

the then leading opposition Centre-right party in Greece, an EPP member party. Previous to that and for 

more than 2 years, she was the party’s deputy spokesperson. Prior to that, in 2012 until 2014 she was 

the European and International Affairs advisor to the Minister of Development and participated in the 

preparation of the Greek Presidency of the Council of the European Union. She is a State Department 

programme alumna. In 2015 she represented Greece in the International Leadership Visitor Programme 

in the USA in the field of “The role of Private Public Partnerships in restructuring economies”. 
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