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IMO legislative map – main instruments

IMO Instruments

Pollution 
Response

Oil Pollution 
Preparedness, 
Response and 

Cooperation (OPRC) 
Convention and 

OPRC-HNS Protocol

Pollution 
Control

MARPOL Conv, 
London 

Conv/Protocol, 
Ballast Water 

Management Conv, 
Anti Fouling 

Systems (AFS), 
Hong Kong 

Convention on Ship 
Recycling

Safety

SOLAS

COLREG

STCW

LL

SAR

Compensation

Civil Liability (and 
the associated 

IOPC Fund 
Conventions)

Universal 
Conventions

Vienna, 
Montreal, 

Stockholm, 
UNFCC, etc.

UNCLOS

Regional Agreements Regional Laws
NATIONAL 

LEGISLATION



3MARINE ENVIRONMENT DIVISION

Sources of pollution from ships 
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© Damen shipyards
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International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution 

from Ships (MARPOL) 

• MARPOL Convention = main international convention covering prevention of 

operational or accidental pollution of the marine environment by ships
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MARPOL Annex V

MARPOL Annex V: Prevention of Pollution by Garbage

from Ships

• Prohibits the discharge of all types of garbage from ships

into the sea except in cases explicitly permitted

• Unless, expressly provided otherwise, Annex V applies to

all ships

• Garbage includes all kinds of food, domestic and

operational waste, all plastics, cargo residues, incinerator

ashes, cooking oil, fishing gear, and animal carcasses

generated during the normal operation of the ship

(‘operational discharges’)

• Contains a complete ban imposed on the disposal into

the sea of all forms of plastics
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Implementation and enforcement of MARPOL (Annex V): 

who is responsible for what?

Flag States

• Ensuring that ships flying the flag of that State are in

compliance with the MARPOL regulations (flag State control)

Port States

• Inspection of ships calling their ports (port State control),

and provide for sanctions in case of violations

• Putting in place adequate port reception facilities for the

delivery of ship generated waste

Coastal States

• Prohibit violations of MARPOL’s discharge requirements

(‘illegal discharges’), and establish sanctions for any violation

that occurs in the country’s territorial sea and Exclusive

Economic Zone

• Surveillance at sea to control illegal discharges

Credit: Francisco Blaha

Credit: FAO
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Port reception facilities for the delivery of ship generated 

waste 

Parties’ obligations

• Ensure the provision of reception facilities adequate to meet the needs of ships using

their ports and terminals (incl. fishing vessels)

• Government to require port authorities / terminal operators to provide waste reception

facilities

• Most ports need reception facilities for garbage (Annex V), and oily residues

• Fishing ports may need additional facilities to receive fishing gear

• Inspect and license port reception facilities, as appropriate
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IMO Action Plan on Marine Plastic Litter

IMO plays a key role in tackling the ocean plastic challenge:

• To further enhance its commitment to reducing marine plastic litter from ships, IMO 

adopted in October 2018 the IMO Action Plan to address marine plastic litter 

from ships (Resolution MEPC.310(73))

Source: seatrade-cruise.com
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Resolution MEPC.310(73) – Action plan to address marine 

plastic litter from ships

The Action Plan aims to enhance existing policy and regulatory frameworks and

introduce new supporting measures.

It is divided into the following eight sections:

1. Reduction of marine plastic litter generated from, and retrieved by, fishing vessels

(8 actions)

2. Reduction of shipping’s contribution to marine plastic litter (5 actions)

3. Improvement of the effectiveness of port reception and facilities and treatment in

reducing marine plastic litter (4 actions)

4. Enhanced public awareness, education and seafarer training (3 actions)

5. Improved understanding of the contribution of ships to marine plastic litter

(4 actions)

6. Improved understanding of the regulatory framework associated with marine plastic

litter from ships (1 action)

7. Strengthened international cooperation (2 actions)

8. Targeted technical cooperation and capacity-building (2 actions)
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